
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER;

PUBLIC DINNER TO M. KOSSUTH.

The Dinner given by a large number of the
Members of the two Houses of Congress toM. Louis
Koshuth took place last Wednesday evening at the
National Hotel.the room being that usually appro¬
priated to the Ladies' Ordinary. The number pre-
samfc, as nearly as we could calculate, was about
fcwo hundred and fifty. There were two rows of
tables extending the length of the room, in the
centre of which was an elevated table. The Hon.
Wm. R. Kino, of Alabama, President of the Se-
.ate, presided. On his right sat M. Louis Kos¬
suth, the guest of the company, and on his left
the Hon. Daniel Wkhstkr, Secretary of State.
On the right of M. Kossuth, at the same table, sat
the Hon. Linn Boyd, Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Near this elevated table, on each
aide, we noticed a number of distinguished guests,
ajnong whom were Hon. Thomas Corwin, Secre¬
tary of the Treasury, Hon. Aljcx. H. II. STUAHT,
Secretary of the Interior, and Judge Wayne, of
the Supreme Court of the United States.
The room was tastefully decorated, being hung

with a variety of flags, among the most prominent
of which we observed the " Stars and Stripes," the
" British Union Jack," and the u Turkish Crescent."
The Marine Band from the Navy Yard was pre¬

sent, and played several overtures and other pieces
at intervals during the dinner.
The festivities commenced at seven o'clock, and

included all that could be desired by the most fas¬
tidious appetite.
A few minutes after eight o'clock, the cloth hav¬

ing been removed, a large number of Ladies were

admitted, for the purpose of listening to the speeches
which were expected to be delivered.
The .1 resident for the evening then requested

gentlemen to fill their glasses for the first toast,
which was, " The President of the United States."
This was received with three hearty cheers and loud
applause.

Mr. Webster rose to respond to the tomst, and said :
I am here to-night, Mr. President, with other Heads of

J>epartmeuts who belong to the Executive administration
.f the Government, and who are the confidential council-

t')e President. I rise on their behalf, as well as
am my own, to tender to the company our thanks for the
Manner in which the health of the President has been re¬
ceived. I assure you, sir. and all present, that in kindness
an< good wishes towards the guest of this occasion, and in
attachment to the great principles of political liberty and
actional independence, [applause,] there is no mau who
paj-takes jd a higher degree than the President of the Uni¬
ted States in the general feeling of this vast comniunitv
[Applause.]
The President then announced the second toast:
" Tiik Judiciary or the Unitkd States : The expound¬

er of the Constitution and the bulwark of libertv recru-
lated by law."

Judge W w sr., of the Supreme Court of the Uni¬
ted States, replied as follows :

It is only right, Mr. President, that I should respond to
the U>ast which has been given, by returning mv thanks
far the notice which has been taken of one of the depart¬
ments of the Government of which I am a member, and
for the manner in which it has been received here. It
would not be right, however, for me to trespass upon the
fame of this company by alluding to any of those historical
incidents which have induced you to give a complimentary
dinner to the distinguished stranger who is with us; but
it will be right for me to respond in a sentiment, which I
humbly beg you to receive. I give you, gentlemen.

"Constitutional liberty to all the nations of the earth,
.upported by Christian faith and the morality of the Bible.

'

The toast was received with enthusiastic* applause.
The President. t»ontlemen, I now give you
" The Navy or thk Umtkd States : The home squad¬

ron every where. The glory which has made it so is
illustrated when its flag in a foreign sea gave liberty and
protection to the Hungarian Chief."

The applause with which the toast was received
fcaving subsided, Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, row
aad .said :

44 Mr. President: In the absence of the senior officer of
the Navy, who was expected to be present, and of
the Secretary of the Nary, who was invited, it falls to my
lot, by the arrangement of the appropriate committee, to
respond, in a lew words, to the sentiment vou have just
announced.
The people of the United States may be pardoned a

fitde national vanity, for they are justly proud of the
achievements of their navy. It is, and it must necessarily
b« their great reliance for defence ugainst foreign ag¬
gression.

Situated as the United States are upon this continent
with its existing relations with the other Powers of Arne-
rma, aggressions are scarcely to be expected. Dangers
loungers exist at all, are to be apprehended on the ocean
affecting our commerce and our relations with the trreat
maritime Powers of the world.

ikseently, our commerce has been extending itself into
all quarters of the globe ; and wherever our commerce
goes, there also goes the nary of the United States and the
flag of the United States to protect that commerce.

lint recently, Mr. President, a new significance has been
£i*en to this flag. Heretofore, the navy has been the
^mbnl of our power and the emblem of our liberty, but
¦aw it speaks of humanity and of a noble sympathy for
the oppressed of all nations. The home squadron everv
where, to give protection to the brave and to those who
may have fallen in the cause of freedom! [Applause.]
rour acquiescence in that sentiment indicates the profound
aympjithy of the people of the United States for the people
.f Hungary, manifested in the person of their great chief;
kTn t T:°n?re ®lnodu,7 that would be more accepta-Wc to the gallant officers of the nary of the United States
«*eept one, and that 1s, to strike a blow for liberty them-

£Applause*] ^ ~* .» *"«.neat.

The President gave as the next toast:
*. The Abxt or thk Uxited Stitu- ..

illustrious Exile with magnanimous courtesv as high^ns it
«muld pay to any Power on earth, it has added
the glory of it* history." *race to

Mr. Shields being loudly called for, responded
to this toast nearly in the following words:

Mr. President, being called upon to answer in thiscn-e
I will ask permission of the company, in the name of the
Armv, to return my humble and respectful thanks, not
«*ly Tor the sentiment which has been expre«sed, but f«,r
tk<> enthusiasm with which it has been received.

Mr. President, I am sorry there is not some one here
who is much more entitled to respond to this toast than I
mm. I am sorry, sir, that I do not see the Chief of the
Army here.* [Applause.] He is the man who should
irAApon«l to this toast. But, in hi« nbwnce, aw chairman
of the Committee on Military Affairs in the Senate, permit
¦w* to return my thanks to yoa, sir, as president of this
koworable comp».»y, for the high and enthusiastic manner
ro which you have toasted the Army of the United Htates
to-night. Ami, sir, that army is deserving of that toast
(Applause. ] It has brought us safely through three
wars ; and it has humbled even that proud, distinguished
and powerful flag (pointing to the Union Jack) that graces
mir kail to-night. [Great applause.]

Mr. President, in paying this very high honor to our
fllnstnons guest.this noble Hungarian.let me observe
ftbat that army which has been toasted to-night spoke Tor
his reception by the voice of their cannon; and the cannon
Ckat spoke there spoke the voice of twenty-flve millions of
people. [Immensccheering.l Sir. that salute whirh the
American cannon gave the Hungarian exile had a deep
meaning in it. It was a significant salute. It was not a
mint* to the mere man Louis Kossuth, but it was a salute
m favor of the great principle which he represents -the
principle which he advocate*, the principle of nationality
aad.of human liberty. [Applause.] Sir, I was born
m a lan'l which is suffered as an oppressed nation,
f «m now a citizen of a land which would have suffer¬
ed from the same power, tmd it not »>een for the bra¬
very, gallantry, and good fortune of the men of that
time. Sir, as an Irishman by birth, and an American by
Adoption, I would feel myself a traitor to both countries
if 1 did not sustain down-trodden nationalities every
where-[applause].In Hungary, in Poland, in Germany,
m Italy.every where where man is trodden down and
wppressed. And, sir, I say again, that that army which
maintained itself in three wars against one of the grcat-
*t «nd most powerful nations of the world, will, if the

. General Scott ir absent from the city, in Richmond.

trying time should come again, maintain that same Aug,
^he stars and stripes) and the same triumph, and the
same victories in the cause of liberty. [Great applause.]
The pRKSIDKNT. Gentlemen, I aiu uow about to

give you a toast to which every American will cor¬

dially respond. I feel uud know that while the
Hungarian struggle was going on and her flag waved aloft,
we rejoiced in her success and mourned in her temporary
defeats. [Emotion.] We honored those who were strug¬
gling for their nationality.who were struggling for their
liberty; who were prepared to sacrifice all, even lite
itself, to obtain it. We followed our illustrious guest in
his mournful exile. We were the first to call upon him to
return to the land which was ready to receivo him with
open arms.the laud of liberty, the land of freedom, the
lan l of hospitality. The toast I give you, gentlemen is.

'¦ Hi'SUAiiY, represented in the person ot our honored
Guest, having proved herself worthy to be free by the vir¬
tues and valor of her sous, the law of nations and the dic¬
tates ofjustice alike demand that she shall have lair play
in her struggle for independence."

This toast was received with tremendous cheers
and applause, which lasted several minutes.
M. Kossuth then rose and spoke as follows:
Sib: As once Cyneas the Epirote stood among the Se¬

nators of Koine, who, with an earnest word of self-con¬
scious majesty, controlled the condition of the world, and
arrested mighty kings in their ambitious inarch.thus,
full of admiration and of reverence, 1 stand amongst you,
legitlators of the new capitol, that glorious hall of your
people's collective majesty. The capitol of old yet stands,
but the spirit has departed from it, and come over to yours,
purified by the air of liberty. The old stands a mourn¬
ful monument of the fragility of human things: yours,
as a sanctuary of eternal right. The old beamed with the
red lustre of conquest, now darkened by oppression's
gloomy night; yours beams with freedom's bright ray.
The old absorbed the world by its own centralized glory ;
yours protects your own nation against absorption, even
by itself. The old was awful witU iwoouicied power;
yoara in glorious with having restricted it. At the view
of the old, nations trembled; at the view of yours, hu¬
manity hopes. To the old, misfortune was only intro¬
duced with fettered hands to kneel at triumphant con¬

queror's heels. To yours, the triumph of introduction
is granted to unfortunate exiles invited to the honor of a
seat. And where Kings and Cwsars never will be hailed
for their powers, might, and wealth, there the persecuted
chief of a downtrodden nation is welcomed as your great
Republic's guest, precisely because he"is persecuted,-help¬
less, and poor. In the old, the terriblfe eat victit i was the
rule. In yours, protection to the oppressed, malediction
to ambitious oppressors, and consolation to u vanquished
just cause. And, while out of the old a conquered world
was ruled, you in yours provide for the common federa¬
tive interests of a territory larger than the conquered
world of the old. There sat men boasting their will to
be the sovereign of the world; here sit men whose glory
is to acknowledge the laws of nature and of nature's God,
and to do what their sovereign, the people, wills.

Sir, there is history in these parallels. History of past
ages and history of future centuries may be often record¬
ed in few words. The small particulars to which the passion
of living men clings with fervent zeal, as if the fragile fingers
of men could arrest the rotation of destiny's wheel, these
particulars (lie away ; it is the issue which makes history, j
and that issue is always logical. There is a necessity of
consequences wherever the necessity of position exists. ,
Principles are the alpha: they must finish with omeya, and
they- will. Thus history may be told often in few words.

Before yet the heroic struggle of Greece first engaged i
your country's sympathy for the fate of freedom in Europe, (
then so far distant, and now so near, Chateaubriand hap- ,
pened to be in Athens, and he heard from a minaret raised |
upon the Propyleuni's ruins a Turkish priest in Arabic |
anguage announcing the lapse of hours to the Christians |
>f Minerva's town. What immense history in the small s
act of a Turkish Imaun crying out, "l'ray, pray! the hour (
s running last, and the judgment draws near." )
Sir, there is equally a history of future ages written f

n the honor bestowed by you to my humble self. The
irst Governor of Independent Hungary, driven from his |native land by Russian violence; tru exile on Turkish soil, ;protected by a Mahometan Saltan against the blood-thirst -

of Christian tyrants; cast back a prisoner to far Asia by ]diplomacy ; rescued from his Asiatic prison by America
crossing the Atlantic, churged with the hopes of Europe'soppressed nations ; pleading, a poor exile, before the peo-pie of this great Republic, his downtrodden country's
wrongs and its intimate connexion with the fate of the
European continent, and, with the boldness of a just ]
cause, claiming the principles of the christian religion to ]be raised to a law of nations; and to see not only the
boldness of the poor exile forgiven, but to see him con¬
soled by the sympathy of millions, encouraged by indi¬
viduals, associations, meetings, cities, and States; sup¬ported by operative aid and greeted by Congress ami t>yGovernment ns the nation's guest; honored, out of gene¬rosity, with that honor which only one man before him
received, and that man received them Out of gratitude ;
with honors such as no potentate ever can receive; and
this banquet here, and the toast which I have to thank youfor. Oh ! indeed, sir, there is a history of future age* in
all these facts! They will go down to posterity in the logi¬cal consequences of principles which are the foundation
of these facts.

Sir, though I have the noble pride of my principles,and though 1 have the inspiration of a just cause, still I have
also the consciousness of my personal humility. Never
will I forget what is due from me to the sovereign source
of my public capacity. This I owe to my nation's dig¬nity; and therefore, respectfully thanking this highlydistinguished assembly in my country's name, I have the
boldness to say that Hungary well deserves your sym¬pathy; that Hungary has a claim to protection because
it has a claim to justice. But, as to my own humble self,
permit me humbly to express that I am well aware not
to have in all these honors any personal share. Nay, I
know that even that which might seem to be personal in
your toast, is only an acknowledgment of a historical fact,
very instructively connected with a principle valuable
and dear to every republican heart in the United Statesof America.

Sir, you were pleased to mention in your toast that I
am uncoiiqucred by misfortune and unseduced by ambi¬
tion. Now, it is a providential fact that misfortune hnsthe privilege to ennoble man's mind and to strengthenman s character. There is a sort of natural instinct ofhuman dignity in the heart of man, which steels his verynerves not to bend beneath the heavy bloWS of great ad¬
versities. The palm tree grows best beneath a ponderousweight. Even so the character of man. There is nomerit in it. It is a law of psychology. The petty pangs of
small daily cares have often bent the character of men, but
peat misfortune seldom. There is less danger in this thanin great luck. And, as to ambition, I indeed never wasable to understand how any body con more lore ambitionthan liberty. But I am glad to state a historical fact as
a principal demonstration of that influence which insti-| tutions exercise upon the character of nations.
We Hungarians are very fond of the principle of muni-( cipal self-government, and we have a natural horror againstthe principle of centralization. That fond attachment tomunicipal self-government, without which there is no pro¬vincial freedom possible, is a fundamental feature of »urnational character. We brought it with us from far Asia

a thousand years ago, and we conserved it throughout the
vicissitudes of ten centuries. No nation has perhaps so
much struggled and Buffered from the civilized christian
world as we. We do not complain of this lot. It may be
heavy, but it is not inglorious. Where the cradle of ourHbvi««r Stood, and where his divine doctrine was found-ed, there now another faith rules, and the whole of Europe'sarmed pilgrimage could not avert this fate from that sa-cred spot, nor stop the rushing waves of Islamism absorb-

j ing the christian empire of Constantinc. He stopped'hose rushing waves. The breast of my nation proved abreakwater to them. We guarded Christendom, that Lu¬ther* and Calkins might reform it. It was a dangerous time,and the digger* ,,f the time often placed the confidence ofall my nation into one man's hand, ond that confidence
gave power into his hands to become ambitious. But.iherc was not a single instance in our history where a
man honored by his people's confidence had deceived hispeople by becoming ambitious. The man out of whomRussian diplomacy succeeded to make the murderer ofhis nation s confidence.he never had it, but was ratherregarded always with distrust. But he gained some vie-lories when victories were the moment's chief necessity.At the head of an nrmy circumstances placed him in thecapacity to ruin his country. B«t he never had the peo-pie a confidence. Ho even be is u0 contradiction to thehistorical truth that no Hungarian whom his nation hon-"red with its confidence whs ever seduced by ambitionto become dangerous to his country-* liberty Thatis a remarkable fact, and yet it is not accidental; it
is the logical consequence of the influence .f institutions
upon the national character, (hir nation, through all itshistory, was educated in the school of municipal self-gov-ernment; and in such a country ambition having no field,hns also no place in tnsn's character.
The truth of this doctrine becomes yet more illustratedby a quite contrary historical fact in France. Whateverhave been the changes of government in thst grent conn-try.and many they have been, to be sure.we have seen

a Convention, a Directorate, Consuls, and one Consul and
an Emperor, and the Restoration, and the Citizen Kingand the Republic; through all those different experimentscentralization was the fundamental tone of the institutions
of France.power Always centralized : omnipotence alwaysvested somewhere. And, remarkably indeed, France has
never yet raised one single man to the seat of power whohas not sacrificed his country's freedom to his personalambition!

I It is sorrowful, indeed, but it is natural. It is in the

I garden of centraliaatioa where the VMUMMM plant of am
bitiou thrives. I daro o«aM«*ly affirm that, in toui
great country, there exi»t* n«»t a tangle iuu th rough who*
lirains has ever p»iu»ed the thought that he wc uld wi-h tc
mine the seat of hi» mubition upon the ruin* of yourcoun
try's liberty, if he could. Much a wish is impossible in tb«
United Stutes. Institutions react upou the ekutcttr ol
nation.-. He who aowa wind will reap »torm. History i«
the revelation of Providence. The Almighty rule# by
eternal law* not only the material but the moral world;
and every law is a principle, and every principle 1* a law.
Men us well as nation# are endowed with free will to
choose a principle, but tUutouce chosen the consequence*
must be abided.

With self-government ia freedom, and with freedom ia
justice and patriotism. With centralization la ambition,
and with ambition dwells despotism. Happy your great
country, sir, for being so warmly addicted to that great
principle of self-governmeut. Upon this foundation yourfathers raised u home to freedom more glorious than the
world has ever seen. Vpon this foundation you have de¬
veloped it to a living wonder of the world Happy your
great country, sir: that it was selected by the blessing
of the Lord to prove the glorious practicability of a fede¬
rative union of many sovereign SUtea, all conserving their
State rights and their self-government, and yet united in
one.every star beaming with its own luatre, but all
together one constellation on mankind's canopy.
Upon this foundation your free country has grown to a

prodigious power in a surprisingly brief period, au attrac-
tive power in that your fundamental principle. You have
conquered by it more in seventy-five years than Home by
arms in centuries. Your principles will conquer the
world. By the glorious example of your freedom, welfare,
and security mankind is about to become conscious ol its
aim. The lesson you give to humanity will not be lost.
The respect for State-rights in tbe Federal Government
of America, and in its several States, will become an in¬
structive example for universal toleration, forbearance,
and justice to the future States and Republics of Europe.
Upon this basis will be got rid of the mischievous ques¬
tion of language-nationalities, raised by cunning des¬
potism in Europe to murder UK#rty Smaller Slates
will And security in the principle of federative union,
while they will conserve their national freedom by the
principle of .sovereign >elf-government and while larger
States, abdicating the principle of centralization, will
cease to be n blood-field to sanguinary usurpation and a
tool to ambition of wicked men, municipal institutions
will ensure the development of local particular «U*ineuta,
freedom, formerly an abstract political thMfy, will be-
come the household benefit to municipalities; and out of
the welfare and contentment of all parts will flow liappi-
ness, peuce, and security for the whole.^ .That is my confident hope. Then will at once subside
the fluctuations of Germany's fate. It will become the
heart of Europe, not by melting North Germany into a

Southern frame, or the South into a Nertliern not by ab¬
sorbing historical peculiarities by centralis! omnipo¬
tence; not by mixing in one State, but by federating
several sovereign States into a Union like y ours.

Upon a similar basis will take place the national re-

generation of Sclavonic States, and not upon the sacrile¬
gious idea of Panslavism, equivalent to the omnipotence
of the Czar. Upon a similar basis will we see fair Italy
independent and free. Not unity, but union will and
must become the watchword of national bodies,
into dcsccrated limbs t>y provincial rivalries, out of which
a flock of despots and common servitude arose. To be
sure, it will be a noble joy to tlus your great Republic to
feel that the moral influence of your glorious example has
operated this happy development in mankinds destiny,
uid I have not the slightest doubt of the efficacy of your
example's influence.

# ,But there is one thing indispensable to it, without which
there is no hope for this happy issue. This indispensable
thing is, that the oppressed nations of Europe become the
masters of their future, free to regulate their own domes-*
;ic concerns. And to this nothing is wanted but to have
Jiat « fair play" to all, for all, which you, sir, in your
'.oast, were pleased to pronounce as a right of my nation,
alike sanctioned by the luw of nations as by the dictates
)f eternal justice. Without this " fair play" there is no

lope for Europe.no hope of seeing your principles
spread.

, .Yours is a liappy country, gentlemen. \ou had^ more
than fair play. You had active operative aid from Europe
in your struggle for independence, which, once achieved,
you so wisely used as to become a prodigy ol freedom
ind welfare and a book of life to nations.
But we in Europe.we, unhappily, have no such fair

play. With us, against every palpitation of liberty all
lespots are united in a common league; and you may be
sure that despots will never yield to the moral influence of
your great example. They hate the very exigence of this
example. It is the sorrow of their thoughts, and the incu¬
bus of their dreams. To stop its moral influence abroad,
und to check its spreading development at home, is what
they wish, instead of yielding to its influence.
We will have n<i fair play. The Cossack already rules,

by Louis Napoleon's usurpation, to the borders ot
the Atlantic ocean. One of your great statesmen.now,
to my deep sorrow, bound to the sick bed of far advanced
age.[immense sensation].(alas ! that 1 am deprived of
the advice which his wisdom could have imparted to me)
your great statesman told thfe world thirty years ago that
Paris was transferred to St. Petersburgh. What would he
now say when St. Petersburgh is transferred to Paris, and
Europe is but an appendage to Russia !

Alas! Europe can no more secure to Europe fair play.
Albion only remains; but even Albion casts a sorrowful
glance over the waves. Still we will stand our place,
"sink or swim, live or die." You know the word; it is
your own. We will follow it; it will be a bloody path to
tread. Despots have conspired against the world. Terror
spreads over Europe, and, anticipating persecution, rules.
From l'aris to restli there is a gloomy silence, like the
silence of Nature before the terrors of a hurricane. It is
a sensible silence, only disturbed by the thousand-fold
rattling of muskets by which MPpoleon murders that peo¬
ple which gave him a home when he was un exile, and by
the groans of new martyrs in Sicily, Milan, Y ienna,
and Pesth. The very sympathy which I met in Eng¬
land. and was expected to meet here, throws my sinters
into the dungeons of Austria. [Cries of shame shame .

throughout the room.l Well, God's will be done.
The heart may break, but duty will l>e done. We will
stand our place, though to us in Europe there be no " tair
play." But so much I hope, that no just man on earth
can charge me with unbecoming arrogance, when here, on
this soil of freedom. I kneel down and raise my prayer to
God: .'Almighty Father of Humanity, will thy merciful
arm not raise a power on earth to protect the law of na¬
tions when there are so many to violate it?" It is a

prayer, and nothing else. What would remain to the op¬
pressed if they were not even permitted to pray 1 he
rest is in the hand of God.
Gentlemen, I know where I stand. No honor, no en¬

couraging generosity, will make me ever forget where I
stand, and what is due from me to you. Here my duty is
silently to await what yon, in your wisdom, will be pleased
to pronounce about that which public opinion knows to be
my prayer and my aim ; and be it your will to pronounce,
or be it your will not to take notice of it, I will understand
your will, and bow before it with sincere reverence, and
will go back over the ocean, hopeless perhaps, hut my
heart full of admiration, love, and gratitude to your gener-
ous people, to your glorious land.

But one single word even here I may be permitted to
say.only such a word as may secure me from being mis- junderstood. I catne to the noble-minded people of the
United States to claim its generous operative sympathy
for the impending struggle of oppressed freedom on the
European continent; anil I freely interpreted the hopes
and wishes which those oppressed nations entertain ; but,
as to vour great Republic, as n State, as a Power on earth,
I stand before tne statesmen, senators, and legislators ot
that Republic enly to ascertain from their wisdom and
experience what is their judgment upon a question of na¬
tional law and international right. T hoped, and now
hope, that they will, by the foreboding events on the other
great continent, feci induced to pronounce in time their
vote about that law and those rights. And I hoped, and
hope, that, pronouncing their vote, it will be in favor of
broad principles of international justice, consonant with Jtheir republican institutions and their democratic lif«-
That is all. I know, and Europe knows, the immense
weight of such a pronunciation from such a place. But >irver
had 1 tin-impious wish to try to entangle this great Republic
into difficulties inconsistent with its own welfare, its own
security, its own interest. I rather repeatedly, earnestly
declared that a war on this account by your country Is
utterly impossible, and a mere phantom. I always de¬
clared that the United States, remaining masters of their
action under every circumstance, will act as thev judge
competent with their supreme duties to themselves. But
said, and say, that snch a dec laration of just prim ipieswould ensure to the nations of Europe -Juir ,>l<i>/ in their

struggle for freedom and independence, because the de¬
claration of such a Power n* your Republic is will be f*-
spected eves where it should be not liked ; and Europe'soppressed nations will feel cheered in resolution and
doubled in strength to maintain the decision of their
American brethren in their own behalf, with their ownjives. There is an immense power in the idea to be right,
when this idea is sanctioned by a nation like yours. And
when the foreboding future will become present, there
is an immense field for private benevolence and sympathy
upon the basis of the broad principles of international
justice pronounced in the sanctuary of your people's col¬
lective majesty. So much to guard me against misunder-

' Sir.'T most fervently thank yon for the acknowledg¬ment'^ my country has proved worthy to be free.
Yes gentlemen, I feel proud at my nation's character,
heroism love of freedom and vitality ; and I bow with
reverential awe before the decree of Providence which
placed my country into a position, that, without its resto¬
ration to independence, there is no possibility for free-
dom and independence of nations on the European conti-

neat. Even what now In Franc® is about to past< prove.-
the truth of thin'- Every disappointed hope with vrhicl
Europe looked towards France is a degree more udJe<i
to the importance of Hungary to the world. Upon our
plains were fought the decisive battles for Christendom ;
there will be fought the decisive battle for the indepeii-deuce of nations, for Stule righto, for international law,
and for democratic liberty. We will live free, or die
like men ; but should my pwple be doomed to die, it w.ill
be the first whose death win not be recorded as suicide,
but as a martyrdom for the woj*ld, and future ages will
mourn over the sad fate of the Magyar race, doomed to
perieh, not because wo deserved it, but because in the
nineteenth century there was nobody to protect the laws
of nature and of nnture's Ood.

Hut 1 look to the future with confidence and with hope.Adversities manifold of u tempest-tosbed life could of
course not fail to impress a mark of oheerlessnees upon
my heart, which, if not a source of joy, is at least a
guard against sanguine illusions. I, for myself, would
not want the hope of success for doing what is right.To me the sense of duty would suffice; therefore, when I
hope, it has nothing common with that desperate instinct
of a drowning man, who, half sunk, is still grasping to a
*traw for help. No, when I hope, there is motive for that
hope. I have a steady faith in principles. I dare saythat ex|>erieiice taught me the logic of event* in connex¬
ion witli principles. I have fathomed the very bosom of
this mystery ; and nowhere was I deceived in my calcu¬
lations thereabout. Once in my life I supposed a princi¬ple to exist in a certain quarter where indeed no principleproved to exist. It was a horrible mistake, and resulted
in a horrible issue. The present condition of Europe is a
very consequence of it. But precisely this condition of
Europe proves that I did not wantonly suppose a principleto exist there, where I found none. Would it have exist¬
ed, the consequences could not hare failed to urrive as I
have contemplated them. Well, there is a providence in
every fact. Without this mistake the principles of Ame¬
rican republicanism would have for a long time yet not
found a fertile soil on that continent, where it was con¬
sidered wisdom to belong to the French school. Now
matters stand thus : that either the continent of Europehas no future at all, or this future is American republi¬canism. Ami »Uo vouta believe that two humlrod mil¬
lions of that continent, which is the mother of a civili-
tation, are not to have any future at all ? Such a doubt
would be Hlinost blasphemy against Providencc. But
there is a Providence indeed.a just, a bountiful Provi¬
dence. I trust with the piety of my religion in it.
I dare s#y my very humble self was a continual instru¬
ment of it. How could I else, in such a condition as I
was born, not conspicuous by any pre-eminent abilities.
having nothing in me more than an irou will, which no¬
thing can bend, und the consciousness of being right.howcould I, under the most arduous circumstances, accom¬
plish many a thiug which my sen** of honest duty prompt¬ed me to undertake ! Oh, there is indeed a Providence
which rules! And even my being here, when four months
ago I was yet a prisoner of the league of European despotsin far Asia, and the sympathy whioh your glorious peoplehonors me with, and the high benefit of the welcome of
your Congress, and the honor to be your guest, to be the
guest of your great Republic.I, the poor, humble, unpre¬tending exile.is there not a very intelligible manifesta-
tion of Providence in it ?.the more, when I remember
that the name of your humble but thankful guest is, bythe furious rage of the Austrian tyrant, to the gallowsfiailed!,
Your generosity is a loud protestation of republicanprinciples against despotism. I firmly trust to those ]principles; and, relying upon this very fact of your gene-.osity, I may he permitted to say that that respectable i

>rgan of the free press was mistaken which announced that i
[ considered my coming hither to be a failure. i

I confidently trust that the nations of Europe have a i
'uture. I am aware that this future is contradicted by 1
jayonets of absolutism: hut I kuow that bayonets may i

support, but afford no chair to sit upon. I trust to the '

uture of my native land, because I know that it is worthy «
:o have it, and that it is necessary to the destinies of hu- 1
uanity. I trust to the principles of republicanism; and. c
w hatever be my personal fate, s«> much I know, that my i

:ountry will conserve to you and your glorious laud an c

everlasting gratitude. t

During the delivery of the speech M. Kossuth 1

rvas often interrupted by tremendous applause and '

vociferous cheering. ,
Mr. Gwin r«»se und said : Mr. President, some i

gentleman remarked a few moments ago, in paren¬
thesis, "Sink or swim, live or die." Such being my no- jtion, I give you as a toast.
"The Secretary or Statc : His sympathies are as broad t

is his intellect is profound." <

Mr. W*BHTKR rose and responded as follows: «

I have great pleasure in participating in this fcntiral. !
It is a remarkable occasion. He who is your honored
^uest to-night has led thus far a life of events that are
viewed an highly important here, and still more important
to his own country. Educated, spirited, full of a feelingaf liberty and independence, he entered early into the
public councils of his native country, aud he is here to-
lay, fresh from acting his part in the great struggle for
Hungarian national independence. That is nut all his
listinction. He was brought to these shores by the au-

thority of Congress. He has been welcomed to the capital»f the United States by the rotes of the two houses of
Congress.
Mr. Skwarii. (interrupting.) "He is welcome!" and

there were loud cries of "Welcome, welcome!" from vari¬
ous parts of the house.

Mr. Webster, (resuming.) I agree, as I am pot con¬
nected with either branch of the Legislature, in joining,and I do join in my loudest tone, in that welcome pro¬nounced by tlicin to him. [Great applause.] The House
of Representatives.the immediate Representatires of the
People.full themselves of an ardent lore of liberty, hare
joined in that welcome; the wisdom and sobriety of the
Senate have joined in it; and the head of the Republic,
with the utmost cordiality, has approved of whatsoever
official act was necessary to bid him welcome to these
shores. And he stands here to-night in the midst of an

assembly of both Houses of Congress, and others of us met
here in our individual capacity, to join the general ac¬
claim, and signify to him with what pleasure we recelre
him to the shores of this free land.this asylum of op¬
pressed humanity. [Applause.] Gentlemen, the effect
of the reception thus giren him cannot but be felt. It
cannot but hare its influence beyond the oce'an and among
countries where our principles and our sentiments are
either generally unknown or generally disliked. Let
them go forth ; let it be borne on all the winds of hoaren
that tne sympathies of the Gorernment of the United
States and all the people of the United States hare been
attracted towards a nation struggling for national inde¬
pendence, and towards those of her sons who hare most dis¬
tinguished themselres in that struggle. [Great applause ]I hare said that this cannot be without its effect. We
are too much inclined to underrate the power of moral
influence, and the influence of public opinion, and the in¬
fluence of principles, to which great men, the lights of the
world and of the age, hare giren their sanction. Who
doubts that, in our own struggle for liberty and inde¬
pendence, the majestic eloquence of Chatham, the pro¬
found reasoning of Burke, the burning satire and irony of
Col. Barre, had influences upon our fortunes here in Ame-
rica? They had influences both ways. They tended, in
the first place, somewhat to diminish the confidence of the
British Ministry in their hopes of success in attempting to
subjugate an injured people. They had influence another
way, because all along the coasts of the country.and all
our people in that day lired upon the coast.there was
not a reading man who did not feel stronger, holder, and

ittttrmiiml in the assertion of his rights, than when
these exhilarating accounts from the two Houses of Par-
liament reached him from beyond the seas. He felt that
those who held and controlled pnhlic opinion elsewhere
were with us ; that their words of eloquence might pro¬duce an effect in the region where they were uttered ;
and. abore all, they assured them that, in the judgment
of the just, and the wise, and the impartial, their cause
was jnst, and they were right; and therefore they said,
We will fight it out to the last. [Applause ]Now, gentlemen, another great mistake is sometimes
made. We think that nothing is powerful enough to
stand before autocratic, monarchical, or despotic power.There is something strong enough, quite strong enough,and if properly exerted will prore itself so, and that is
the power of intelligent public opinion in all the nations i
of the earth. There is not a monarch on earth whose i
thronens not liable to be shaken by the progress of opin- t
ion, and the sentiment of the just and intelligent part of 11
the people. It becomes us in the station which we hold .
to let that public opinion, so far as we form it, hare a free 1
.»-mrse. [Braro, braro.] Let it go out ; let it be pro- t
nounyed n thunder tones; let it open the ears of the I
deaf; let it open the eyes of the blind ; and let it erery i
where be proclaimed what we of this great Republic think 1
of the general principle of human liberty and of that op¬pression which all abhor. [Applause.] Depend upon it, <
gentlemen, that between these two rival powers, the auto- |cratic power maintained by.arms and force, nnd the i

popular power maintained by opinion, the former is con- ¦

stantly decreasing, and; thank God, the latter is con- i

stantly increasing. [Applause.] Real human liberty 1
and human rights are gaining the ascendant; and the 1
part which we have to act in all this great dram* is to <
show ourselves in favor of those rights, to uphold our i
ascendency, and to carry it on nntil we shall see it cul- 1
minate in the highest heaven over our heads. [Ap-pi a use.](
On tbe topics, gentlemen, which thi.i occasion seems to

invite ? ha^e nothing to say, because in the oourse of my
political life.not now a short one.I hare said all that \
wiah to say, and all that I wish to transmit to posterityconnected with my own name and history. What I said
of Oreece twenty-fire years ago, when our friend

was too young to be In political life, I repeat to night
vtrbum post Vi-rbum, exactly what said then (Great sp

I plause.J What I said of 8pain at a later period, whw
the power of the reatored Bourbons V** exerted to In
oo»e upon Spain a dynasty not wished by the people o

Spain, that I repeat in Kuglish, and 8pani.*h. and French
niid in every other language, if they choose to translate it
[Appl»n»«]
May I be bo egotistical as t<> suy that I havr nothing

now to say upon the subject of Hungary ? Gentlemen, in
the autunut of the year before last, out of hea.'th, and re¬
tired to my paternal home among the mountains of Mew
Hampshire, I was, by reason of my physical condition,
contined to my house; but I was among the mountain*
whose native air I was born to inspire. Nothing saluted
my senses, nothing saluted my mind or my sentiments, but
freedom, full find entire, [applause ; ] and there, gentle¬
men, near the grave of my ancestors, I wrote a letter,
which most ofyou may have seen, addressed to the Austrian
Charg£ d'Affaires. [Great applause, which was continued*
fbr some time. ] I can say nothing of the ability displayed
in that letter ; but, as to its principles, while the »mn and
moon endure, and while I oan see the light of the sun and
tho moon, I stand by them. [Great applause.] In a let¬
ter dated February last, moved by these considerations,
which have influenced all the Christian world, malting uo
particular merit of it, I addressed a letter to tho Ameri¬
can Minister at Constantinople, at five Court of the Sub¬
lime Porte, for the relief of Ml Louis Kossuth and his
companions in exile ; and I luippen to know that' that
letter was not without some effect. At any rate, it ispro-
per for me here to say, that" this letter und thnt one to
which I have before alludeu, were dispatched witii the
cordial approbation of the President of the United States.
It was, therefore, so far the act of the Government of the
United States in its executive capacity. Now, 1 shall uo<
further advert to these topics to-night, nor shall 1 go
back to ancient times and discuss the provisions of tke>
Holy Alliance; but I say that in the sentiments avowed
by me, 1 think in the year 1828 and 1824, in the cause
of Greece, and in the more subsequent declarations of
opinion, there is that which I can never depart from with'
out departing from myself. I should cease to be what I
am, if I were to retruct a single sentiment which has been
expressed on these several occasions.
Now, gentlemen,. I do not propose, at tBle hour of the!

4 ««*v fatuo vi UUU.W1u irue-
dom, upon the inalienable rights of man, or upon anygeneral topics of that kind ; but 1 wish to say a few words
upon the precise question, as I understand it, that exists
before the civilized world, between Hungary and the
Austrian Government. I wish to arrange the thoughts to
which I desire to give utterance under two or three generalheads.
And in the first place I say, that wherever there

is in the Christian and civilized world a nationality of
character.wherever there exists a nation of sufficient
knowledge and wealth and population to constitute a Gov-
ment, then a National Government is a necessary and
proper result of nationality of character. We may talk
of it as we please, but there is nothing that satisfies the
human mind in an enlightened age unless he is governed
by his own country and the institutions of his own Gov¬
ernment. No matter how easy be the yoke of a foreignPower, no matter how lightly it sits upon the shoulders,
if it is not imposed by the voice of his own nation and of
his own country, he will not, he cannot, and he mranx
not to be happy under its burden. [Applause.]There is, gentlemen, one great element of human hap¬piness mixed up with others. We have our social affec¬
tions.our family affections; but then we have this senti¬
ment of country which imbues all o%r hearts, and enters
into all our other feelings ; and that sentiment of country
a an affection not only for the soil on which we are born,
t not only appertains to our parents and sisters and
irothers and friends, but to our habits and institutions,
ind to the Government of that country in all respects.There is not a civilized and intelligent man on earth that
mjoys entire satisfaction in his condition, if he does not
ive under the government ef his own nation.his own
>ouutry, whose volitions and sentiments and sympathies
ire like his own. Hence he cannot say "This is not my
sountry ; it is the country of another Power; it is a coun-
ry belonging to somebody else." Therefore, I say that
wherever there is a nation of sufficient intelligence nnd
lumbers and wealth to maintain a government, distin¬
guished in its character and its history and its institu¬
tions, that nation cannot be happy but under a govern¬
ment of its own choice. [Applause.]
Then, sir, the next question is whether Hungary, as

»he exists in our ideas, as we see her, and as, we know
iter, is distinct in her nationality, is competent in her
[>opulation, is also competent in her knowledge and devo-
ion to correct sentiment, is competent in her national
rapacity for liberty and independence to maintain a Gov¬
ernment thnt shall be Hungarian out and out ? Upon
;hat subject gentlemen, 1 have no manner of doubt.
[<et us look a little at the position in which this matter
itands. What is Hungary T I am not, gentlemen, about
Lo fatigue you with a long statistical statement; but 1
irish to say that, as I understand the matter, and I have
taken some pains to look at it, Hungary contains a suf-
Bcient population to constitute a nation.
The following enumeration of the races that constitute

the population of Hungary is taken from one of the latest
ind most authoritative publications of Austrian statistics,
that of Haeufler:

Ht'XGARV, including Croatia and Slaconia.
Magyars ... . . . 4,281,500
Slowacks . .

.
. . 2,200,000

Kussniaks .... 850,000
Servians .... 740,000
Croatian* .... 660,000
Slavonians, (Styrians) . . 50,000
Bulgarians and others 12,800

Slavonians, total . , . 4 . 4 0112 800
986^000

Wallachians 980,000
"

.
. . . . 250,000

tjreeks anil others 500

Mngyars
Steklers

Transylvania.
10,522,800

260,170
.

260,000
250,000

Wallaclnans 1,287,340
60,400Others

2,117,910
MtLITAIT FHOXTKE*

Magyars . .

*
. 54,000

Croatians . . . 692,960
Henriana .... 208.000

Slavonians, total 895,960
Germans 185,500

Wallachians 100,000

1,235,460
Totals ro* all Hinoait.

Magyars 4,605,670
Slavonians 4,905,760
Germans 1,421,500
Wallachians ; 2,817,840
Sseklers ...... 250,000
Jews and others ..... 872,900

Grand total 18,876,170
By a still more recent account, taken from the official

statistic* of Austria, it appears that Hungary, including
Transylvania and Military Frontiers, has 112,000 square
miles, with 14,500,0W Inhabitants, and contains.

Cities....... 75
Towna 888
Villages 16,000
Roman Catholics ..... 9.000,000

Greeks 4.000,000
Protestants ...... 8.250,000

Jews 250,000
Hungary Is abont the sise of Great Britain, and com-

prebend* nearly half of the territory of Austria.
It is "lated by another authority that the population of

Hungary is nearly 14,000,01105 that of P.ngland (in 1841)
nesrly 15.000.000; that of Prussia about 1b.000.000.
Thus it is evident that, in point of power, so far as
«rrr depends upon population. Hungary possesses as

much power as Kngland proper, or even as the Kingdom
»f Prus«ia. Well, then, there is population enough. 1

here are people enough Who, then, are they ? They
ire distinct from the nations that surround them. They
ire distinct from the Austnans on the west, and the
Turks on the eaat; and I will saj in the next place thnt
hey are an mltyklmfi nation. They have their history ; ]
hey hare their traditions ; they are attached to their own
n«titutions.institutions which have existed for more
han a thousand years.
Gentlemen, it is remarksble that, on the western coasts

if Kurope. political light exists. There is a sun in the
>olitical firmament, and that sun shed* his light on those
sho are able to enjoy it. ti«< m (eastern Europe, gener-
illy speaking, and on the r«.nHne» between Eastern Ku-
.ope and Asia, there is an political sun in the hesvens.
It is all an arctic «on» of political life [Applause.] The
luminary that enlightens the world in general seldom rises
there above the h«mon The light which they possess
is at best crepusonlar, a kind of twilight, and they are
under the necessity of groping about to cstch, as they
may, any a',ray gleams of the light of day. [Hear, hear.]
(lentleme.n, the oountry of whioh your guest to-night i« n

native ¦* % remarkable exception. She has -hown through
her whole history, for msny hundreds of years, an attach¬
ment to the principles of civil liberty, and of law and of
order, and obedience to the constitution which the will nf
the great majority have established. That it the fact;
and it ought to to known wherever the question of the

i. practicability ilnugiiH.il liberty and independence are
" 1" *.« lo *. th*1 Hungary stands

I-h ..5"' 1M,,fhbw" ln .» respect* free
I t l^ «»u«ituUo>l government, uud a hereditary
f love of hbwiy. [.\H,l*u^ J

7

'
.
Ueatl«»«,( I have taken »he paius to prepare some

. facta from an intelligent write r» and that writer U a lady
."H»e must of eoura* be great authority. * She says:

f "The Hungarian nation ha# been distinguished from its
nrn i|>|>r«r*ii< (f ill hiot..ry for uniting > a passionate love of

, .l* .ernpuloa# rctereno# for law. The Magyars did not
enter Ike plain* of Dacia an undisciplined rubble. From the
Brat, a lUed f.rw 0f Uovero. and were dis-
tinguishcd for their subordination to their Vader# aud their

.

°' ,** habit# of discipline, in which th e Magyars were

if* i .1 l T *' orJrr *»"1 regard for J *w> it is te be
Ment>ed thai Lliey did not ]>as# away, like the com men hordes of
"^Uarun adventurers, but established a pennant Ut kingdom
to the-country they invaded. To these qualities, no I less than

i<ir courage, is to be ascribed their successful maintenance
blf,^lrJ""rt'.',Uli«u*1 ri*hto .*.<¦*.11 the attacks of a Power

I i4 TL
HWrtun of #o maother uutioua have fallen.

,l«.n ,
o* the Magyars were eminently

V t f i* ch'"f ruler was tdeeled by the votes 01* the
' '

. ,
'** wntury after tbel>- eMtablishment in the

l Le,kret,*!V on,T ,ht" titlc "r Vr*'r> or ,WM*er. In the
year 10W they bestowed the title of Kin*: on Stephen, of tbtf

..ni" l t" iip
T**'' 'he leader under wbewe guidanoe they ha<f

Powt of the Ring was, however,
tiv."-,V ! wnwnt of the peopl.c was necessary to

?!i. '7 0 *.7 royel act. ftt exoelUnt prince who first

liberties of th". "ungary had do dispoeiti on to infringe the
,H<^.People. On the contrary, t e endeavored to

jff* f
1

.
*W*u,»t the «neruachmenO) of future sovereigns,

of ti...' m * *" 1.,?**' founded on the a»c>:ont institutions

tb.- bl»i.*V'r/' * ' ''.*« ever sime been .regarded as of

llhXt r tUt'JOTlt£- TUt~ »f«ut*. dwa'S up for the

!n\h > if ¦

" i"" /on j''uit'r'c> whom he educated ** his successor

ZZ h'ngdoni. The enlightened and bntnane s. irit in which

.~i ^«uw^rnixt:.i,EjS£i
It is in the following terms that he pr*wribeir ithe dutyof a King toward* his subjects.

r"'-r
tlotence and without pride.peacefully, bumWy. hum* >ely.
Femcmheruig that not ilng elevates but humility that no* 'in<r
abase? but pride and arr«?il win.

T' U1*t 1"* g
'. My son, I pray thee, I command rfeee, to show thvselfiia "o-

pitimis, not only to thy k«dred, not «nly to priaces', to i-
trs, to the rich, nor only thy couutry people, but'llkewlse 1 o
strangers, and to all that eome unto the*. Be patient with ail .

not only with the powerful, but with those lacking i.owor
b..

»o"i,"pSrth# rigl" """"-"i. "»t

,,, t ![tb°° Mr and Jurt» 'hen shalt thou be called a Kinjr^
*ill Jh?[f?P i'i *1^'"?' Ut ,f thou ""tP^ed and violent, they"will delvrer tny kingdom to another."
The princes of this dynasty, (the house of Arpad,) with,

few exceptions, were just and patriotic Kings, who under¬
stood the origin and true objects of government, and held
their power for the benefit of the people, neffor their own
selfish aggrandizement. There are traits recorded of many
of them which prove them to have been the worthy sue*

a^u *hS\ephu\ The ReI>ublic » "ot mine," said
ii

it is 1 who belong to the Hepnblic. God hus
raised me to the throne in order that I may maintain the
laws. In 12L2 .Vanlrew II. issued the celebrated code of
statutes known by the name of the "Golden Bull " by
which the decrees of St. Stephen were confirmed and'some
new laws added to them, designed to secure yet further
the liberties of the people. The Golden Bull has been
termed a charter of aristocratic privileges. It was so in
the same sense that the greut charter of English liberties
may be called so. The Golden Bull corresponds very
closely to the Magna Charta of King John, both in its pro¬
visions and as. regards the class of persons whose liberties
it was designed to protect.
As to St. Stephen, I will not say how he ought to stand

as»*a Christian, but wilt say that on the political, and espe¬
cially on the Royal Kalendar, he ought to be regarded us
a r'Vind t0 1,uve tt <l»y strongly marked in red letters.

v, >,
' (interposing.-) " Three cheers for St. Sto-

phen. The ch«ers were accordingly given.
Mr. WKBSTEn, (continuing.) Gentlemen, my senti-

mento in regard to this effort made by Hungary are here
sufficiently well expressed. In a memorial addressed to
Lord John Russell and Lord Palmerston, said to have been
written by Lord Fitiwilliam, and signed by him and seve¬
ral other I'eers and members of Parliament, the following
language is used, the object of the memorial being to ask
the mediation of England in favor of Hungary:

While so man}- of the nations of Europe have engaged in
revolutionary movements, and have embarked in schemes of
doubtful policy and still more doubtful success, it is gratifying
to the undersigned to .be able to assure your Lordships that
the Hungarians demand nothing but the recognition of ancient
rights and the stability and integrity of their ancient constitu¬
tion. To yonr Lordships it cannot bo unknown that that coa-
stitutioa bears a striking family resemblance te that of our
own country."

Gentlemen, I have one other reference to make, and
then I shall take leave of you.
You know, gentlemen, that in " Measure for Measure "

Shakspeare. speaking of the Duke of Vienna, says: "If
the duke, with other dukes, come not to composition with
the King of Hungary, why then all the dukes fall upon
the king. .« Heaven grant us peace," says another cha¬
racter; uthou concludest," says the first speaker, "like
tbe sanctimonious pirate that went to sea with the ten
commandments, but scraped one out of the table thou
shalt not steal! Aye, that he rated." "Why, 'twas a
commandment to command the captain and all the rest
from their functions ; there is not a soldier of us all that,
in the thanksgiving before meat, doth relish the peti¬
tion well that prays for peace."
Now, I am afraid that, like the Dukes of Austria in

former times, the Emperor of Austria in our times deth
not relish the petition for pence, unless it be founded on
the utter extermination of the nationality of Hungary.

Gentlemen, I have said that a National Government,
where there is a distinet nationality, is .'essential to hu¬
man happiness. I have said that, in my opinion, Hungary
is thus capable of human happiness. I have said that
she possesses that distinct nationality, that power of po¬
pulation, and that wealth, which entitles her to have a Go¬
vernment of her own; and I have now to add what I am
sure will not sound well upon the Upper Danube; and that
is, that, in my humblejudgment, the imposition ofa foreign
yoke upon a people capable of self-government, while it op¬
presses and depresses that people, adds nothing to the
strength of those who impose that yoke. [Great applause. 1
In my opinion, Austria would be a better and a stronger
Government to-mon-ow if she confined the limits of her
power to her hereditary and German dominions.

Mr. Hkward. True; true.
Mr. Wbbstkk, (continuing.) Especially if she saw in

Hungary a strong, sensible, independent neighboring na¬
tion ; because I think that the cost of keeping Hungary
quiet is not repaid by any benefit derived from Hungarian
levies or tributes. And then, again, good neighborhood,
and the good will and generous sympathies of mankind
and the generosity of character that ought to pervade the
minds of Governments as well as those of individuals, is
vastly more promoted by living in a state of friendship
and amity with those who differ from us in modes of gov¬
ernment, than by any attempt to consolidate power in the
hands of one over all the rest.
Gentlemen the progress of things is unquestionably

onward. It is onward with respect to Hungary. It is
onward every where. Public opinion, in my estimation
at least, it making great progress. It will penetrate all
resource#; it will come more or less to auiat.»« »)| mm,!*
and, in wpect to that country, for which our sympathies
to-night have been so strongly invoked, I cannot but say
that I think the people of Hungary are enlightened, in¬
dustrious. sober, well inclined community; and I wish
only to add, that I do not now enter into any discussion
of the form of government which may be proper for Hun¬
gary Of course, all of you, like myself, would be glad to
see her, when she becomes independent, embrace that
system of government which is most acceptable to our¬
selves. We shall rejoice to see our American model upon
the Lower Danube, and on the mountains of Hungary
But that is not the first step. It is not that which wili
be our first prayer for Hungary. That first prayer shall
be that Hungary may become independent of all foreign
power [great applause;] that her destinies may be en-
rusted to her own hands, and to herown discretion. fRc-
newed applause.] I do not profess to understand the so-
ctal relations and connexions of races, and of twenty other
things that may affect the public institutions of Hungary.
All I say is, that Hungary can regnlate these matters for

tnr W ] he,,t*r ,h*n tb^ * regulated for
her by Austria [applause;] and therefore I limit m>- as¬

pirations for Hungary, for the present, to that single and
nimple point.Hungarian iodependerce;
Mr. SswAin. Hungarian independence! [Applause ]
!*lr. Wkbstsh. Hungarian self-government; Hungarian

control of Hungarian destinies. [Renewed applause.)
these are the aspiration which I entertain, and J give
them to you, therefore, gentlemen, as a toast:

Hungarian independence; Hungarian control of her
own destinies; and Hnngftry as n distinct natiotmlity
among the nation*.{ Europe."[The toast was received with enthusiastic applwwse.1
The 1'rKsihcnt then announced the next toast,.
'The righto of States are only valuable subject

to the free control of those to whom they Appertain, and
utterly worthless if to be determined by the «word of
foreign Interference."

Mr. Douolar, being loudly called for, row and
<V*pressed his acknowledgment foT the honor conferred
upon him by the call to respond to the sentiment just '

He would remark that there were some positions whioh
might be assumed, bearing upon the sentiment proposed,


